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Note from the Editor  
Hello again, 

Autumn is now in the air and we find ourselves noƟcing the darker nights and 
the chillier start to the day. AŌer the scorcher of a summer, it is nice to see the 
grass is now nice and green again although it is starƟng to get covered in the 
leaves which are starƟng to drop. I always love the Autumn as I think the nice 
Autumnal days take some beaƟng with the beauƟful reds, yellows and oranges 
that nature highlights at this Ɵme and the sound of the crunchy leaves            
underfoot is so lovely. UnƟl the first frost comes and then I am ready for it to be 
over.  

PreparaƟons are being made for this years ‘Lights up’ on the first Sunday in   
December. More details to follow next month but please start collecƟng any 
tombola prizes, produce, kids prizes to donate. All details will be provided soon 
but please do think of this event if you are having a sort out. This is also a great 
event as it is always so well aƩended so if you do feel like geƫng involved then 
just drop me an email (editor@thecallingoak.co.uk) or drop a message on the 
whatsapp and someone will point you in the right direcƟon. 

It’s a full ediƟon again and do look through to see if any of the events take your 
fancy and get up to date with all that has been going on. If you do have anything 
to contribute then do send them to me. Always happy to have your input. 

Till next month.  

Louise 

 

Happy Birthday 

Daniel SƟlwell 
Freya Jag Ryszkowska 

Stanley Appleyard 

Wishing you  a great day  
 

To add your child's birthday to future ediƟons, please email 
the editor. 
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The 100 club  

100 Club August draw results 

 

* 1st Prize £25 No 8 Judy Hallam 

* 2nd Prize £15 No 15 Pam Williams 

* 3rd Prize £10 No 158 Karl 

* 4th Prize £5 No 69 Cara Bayliss 

 

Congratulations to all the winners and thank you all for your support of the 
Rowney Green Park 
 
The renewal of you membership numbers are due from September 26 to 
August 27. Same price as last year £10 per membership number max 6 
numbers per house  
 
Payment can be made by bank transfer to the account below 
 
Account Name:           Rowney Green Village Hall Lottery 

Sort Code:     54-30-35 

Account No:                  38776154 

Payment Reference:    “Your House Name or Full Name 

 

Or  cash payments to the following 
Richard Woodward  at Windrush 
Sue Dutton 
Will Savage 
 
Total sales for the last 12 months was £2,060 
Less prize money of £715  
Net proceeds to the park of £1,345 
This money will be used towards the replacement fence around the      
childrens play area. 



 

 4 

Celebrating	progress	at	Rowney	Green	Park	 
 
We are delighted to share some positive news about Rowney Green Park and the Green Barn. 

We have successfully secured partial funding to repair and improve the path leading from the 
Village Hall car park to the tennis courts and Green Barn. The improved path will also extend 
further around the perimeter of the tennis courts, where we hope to be able to install a new gate 
providing step free access allowing anyone who finds the steps difficult to use the alternative 
gate and enjoy easier access to the courts. 

Our original plans also included repairing the area immediately outside the Green Barn.       
Unfortunately, the funding awarded was not enough to complete this section at the same time. 
However, we remain committed to improving this area and will continue to explore other grants 
and funding opportunities. 

As always, donations towards the upkeep and improvement of the park and Green Barn are 
very gratefully received. Every contribution, large or small, helps us care for these valued   
community facilities. 

We are also pleased to announce that the booking arrangements for the Green Barn and   
Rowney Green Village Hall have now been brought together and coordinated. This is one of 
several steps we hope to take to enable the Green Barn and Village Hall to work more closely 
together for the benefit of the whole community. 

We warmly invite everyone in the village to attend an open community meeting: 

Thursday 15 October 2026 
Rowney Green Village Hall 

Time: 7pm 

The meeting will be an opportunity to celebrate what has been achieved, hear more about the 
path improvements and discuss potential plans to insulate the Green Barn. 

The purpose of insulating the Green Barn is so that all the positive and enjoyable activities held 
there can continue throughout the year—not just during the warmer months. 

The barn is home to children’s birthday parties, our Girl Guides and Brownies, the Saturday 
volunteer group and a variety of other community activities. Insulation would create a warmer, 
more comfortable and welcoming environment, allowing even more local groups and residents 
to enjoy the space all year round. 

It would also help protect the many valuable items stored inside the barn. These include     
children’s play equipment, equipment and resources used for our annual village fete, and the 
precious and historically important documents and resources belonging to the Rowney Green 
Historical Society. 

By insulating the Green Barn, we can protect both the activities happening today and the    
important pieces of village life and history that we are preserving for the future. 

 
Whether you already volunteer, use the facilities regularly or would simply like to learn more, 
everyone is very welcome.  

So that we can answer your questions promptly and accurately please submit them in advance 
of the meeting to thegreenbarnrgp@icloud.com  
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ROWNEY GREEN THEATRE GROUP 

Are looking for someone to take over as our sound technician. 

The role would mean aƩending some rehearsals (Monday Nights) and our          
producƟon nights of 19th, 20th and 21st November 

We are a small and friendly group who put on our producƟons in the village hall.  

Anyone interested, please contact Sue Walker 07977 254519 
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Synopsis of the Minutes of the Rowney Green AssociaƟon meeƟng 
onTuesday September 1st 2026 at 7:30pm 

 

The Rowney Green AssociaƟon (RGA) meets in the Village Hall every two months to 
discuss village issues and respond to problems affecƟng the RG community. Membership is open to 
all RG residents with an annual subscripƟon of £5 per residence. 

RGA CommiƩee: John Cypher (Chair), Andy Dunkers (Vice Chair), Michael Corfield (Treasurer),   
Wendy Easter, James McManus, Margaret Rollason, MarƟn Miller (Secretary). 

Email: rowneygreenassociaƟon@gmail.com  Full minutes and AGM minutes are at 
www.rowneygreen.org/rga/ 

AbbreviaƟons: Worcestershire County Council (WCC) Alvechurch Parish Council (APC) Bromsgrove 
District Council (BDC) 

· Michael Corfield confirmed that the yellow (ex WCC) grit bin on Chapel Lane had been 
adopted by APC. 

· Parking availability in Alvechurch village centre is on APC’s Planning & Highways agenda for 
w/c 7th Sept. Cllr Alan Bailes has returned the draŌ report on parking requested by BDC to 
the consultants to address review points. Extra spaces should be made available in the 
Tanyard Lane car park (BDC owned). 

· The Bordesley Manor site manager and Bristol based planning manager had been invited to 
speak at the meeƟng. DisappoinƟngly, there was no response from either.  Steff Affleck had 
spoken to the site manager on behalf of the RGA and John Cypher read out a summary of 
Steff’s notes.  Discussion focussed on £271k of S106 monies (paid by developers for local 
services expansion/ improvements) and where they were being allocated.  AƩendees raised 
various points about related traffic issues. The commiƩee will collate quesƟons on behalf of 
the RGA membership and put them to Wain Homes.  

· Wain Homes had commissioned a firm of civil engineers, supported by arboricultural    
specialists, to invesƟgate opƟons for restoring the unlawfully demolished Heritage Wall.  
The report is available on BDC’s website.  In summary the remaining secƟons of the wall 
were in less than perfect states of repair and digging foundaƟons for the replacement  
secƟon may damage tree roots, potenƟally impacƟng stability of nearby trees.                 
Reinstatement was possible but no guarantee could be made on longevity.  Reinstatement 
should have happened before occupaƟon of the new homes begin (the end of September).  
John Cypher had wriƩen to BDC to requesƟng the wall be fully replaced with no response.  
Cllr Bailes will chase this. Cllr Hornsby asked who will own the wall.  As Bordesley Manor 
residents will pay a maintenance charge, it is assumed that a residents’ management    
commiƩee will be formed and the heritage wall would be in their purview. 

· An RG resident suggested a noƟce board be put up within the new development so various 
village groups could promote their events. It was agreed this was a good idea and the RGA 
will ask if Wain Homes would be willing to finance this. 
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· Cllr Easter/Cllr Bailes confirmed that the land owner was happy for surface improvements to be 
made to the footpath/Bridleway by Alpine Lodge Farm. The next step is for WCC to specify  
requirements, noƟng that this is an equestrian route, and then a view can be taken on financing, 
its sourcing, and whether the Alvechurch Footpath Group (local volunteers) could do the work.  
Ideally this would be resolved/acƟoned before winter. 

· Michael Corfield will order the daffodil bulbs for distribuƟon in October.  An update will appear 
in the next Calling Oak. 

· The RGA’s suggesƟons for improved RG Lane signage had been sent to Cllr Bailes, who confirmed 
these were now on the WCC portal.  In principle, funding is available for these changes.  John 
Cypher updated that the ’20 is plenty’ naƟonal campaign group are lobbying Government to 
make 20 mph the default especially in villages where pedestrians have to walk in the roadway. 
Local councils would need to prove why that wouldn’t be suitable in individual cases.  Cllr Bailes 
said WCC independent councillors had submiƩed a proposal that 20 mph be the limit in all new 
housing developments,  

· The RGA propose a mandatory ‘Give Way to oncoming traffic’ sign and road markings be added 
for vehicles travelling down The Holloway to clarify what is already in the Highway Code.  Cllr 
Bailes has submiƩed it on the WCC portal. 

· John Cypher has proposed that about 62m of the RG village footpath be resurfaced from       
available WCC funding and this request is with Cllr Bailes for consideraƟon. 

· The RGA commiƩee broadly endorse BDC’s proposals on aspects of the producƟon process for 
the new district plan and will respond by the end of the week. The RGA applaud the amount of 
community engagement proposed.  Cllr Worrall confirmed that APC had submiƩed their       
comments.  

· A new part of the revised NaƟonal Planning Policy Framework is the presumpƟon in favour of 
housing development around railway staƟons, which is in line with the BDC ALV001 proposal and 
as later improved by the Parish Council.  Cllr Worrall said APC had anƟcipated this in their    
responses to the proposed ALV001/rail staƟon development but challenged the number of   
houses and stressed the need for supporƟng infrastructure, including parking.  

· Worcestershire Wildlife Trust (WWT) had recently issued a draŌ management plan covering all 
of their sites. For Newbourne Wood this included the taking out of conifers and reducing the 
number of non-naƟve mammals (e.g. muntjac deer, grey squirrels).  Cllrs Hornsby and Easter will 
meet Tom Watkins from WWT at Newbourne Wood w/c 7th Sept to discuss.   

· The recent events in Stourbridge had focussed RG minds on wildfire risk. It was agreed that RG is 
at some risk given the number of fields and woodland surrounding homes.  Cllr Worrall         
confirmed this was already on APC’s radar and that he had asked Cllr Easter to produce a report 
as the basis for considering recommendaƟons for RG to be made at future RGA meeƟngs. This 
will also be discussed with WWT (vide supra). 

· Cllr Clarke reported that regarding who manages content on the TikTok Alvechurch Youth Voice, 
a WhatsApp group discusses in advance what content will be covered but there is no APC  
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· policy per se.  As well as the risk of inappropriate content it was further noted that there is also 
a risk to the young contributors from inappropriate comments being posted.   

· Cllr Clarke said the possibility of NaƟonal Grid moving overhead lines underground at the RG 
Spinney remains open. 

· Cllr Worrall reported that within APC the responsibility for the Neighbourhood Priority       
Statement had now passed to Cllr Kate Van Der Plank.  John Cypher is also part of the APC 
working group and he noted the pleasing ‘can do’ aƫtude being displayed.  Cllr Worrall com-
mented on the topic of green belt around the Alvechurch village boundary being redesignated 
grey belt.  The appeal re “in principle development” of a small site at Withybed had now been 
approved by the Planning Inspectorate.  Similarly, planning officers have recommended for 
approval the development of a paddock on Dagnell End Road.  With no current District Plan 
and no idenƟfied 5-year supply of land for housing it seems that any proposed under 10     
dwellings development on a small site on the edge of a village could be deemed grey belt and 
hence approved in principle.  Rowney Green itself is less threatened due to the lack of        
supporƟng infrastructure; in the jargon it’s not a sustainable locaƟon.  

· Finances as of 1st September 2026 were £2,831.58 in the bank, £140.00 as cash making 
£2,971.58 in total. Outstanding payments are £120 support for the Calling Oak and £400    
purchase of bulbs. 

· Next meeƟngs are on Nov 3rd, then 2027: Jan 5th, March 2nd, May 4th 

 Need a helping hand? 

If you have any odd jobs around the 
house or garden or need a 
babysiƩer, my name is Lucy Porter, I 
am 16 years old and would love to 
help. I am free most weekends,  
Friday nights and someƟmes in the 
school holidays.  I live on Rowney 
Green Lane.  

Call or text me on 07494267570 for 
more informaƟon.  
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SAVE THE DATE 

Sunday 6th December 

ROWNEY GREEN LIGHTS UP 2026 

At the village hall—more details to follow 

If you would like to volunteer to help then please get in touch with the editor or 
come along to our next meeƟng on Friday 9th October in the village hall meeƟng 
room. 7pm 
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Update from the Village Hall Trustees 

Thank you to everyone who aƩended the Village Hall AGM on 29 June.  There was a great 
turnout with over 60 people coming along.   At the meeƟng, Louise Croxton, Andy Free, Will 
Savage, Sue Stevens, Gayle SƟlwell and Tony Wallis were elected as Village Hall Trustees for 
the coming year. Brian Steele conƟnues as the minute taker. 

We extend our thanks and graƟtude to Mark Easter, Nan Fellows and Karen Wild for all 
their hard work and commitment as Trustees over many years.    

Since the AGM, Andy has decided to step down as a Trustee and as Hall Treasurer. We also 
extend our thanks to Andy for all of his dedication and hard work in these roles over many 
years. We are delighted to share that Louise Alcock will be taking up the Treasurer role  
during the autumn. 

Andy Dunkers will be our new independent examiner of the annual accounts, taking over 
from Sadie Dykes who we also thank for her many years of support. 

A few updates on recent progress and upcoming events: 

Upcoming fesƟve event!  - Yes it’s that Ɵme of year again…We are delighted to announce 
that the tradiƟonal start of Christmas, ‘Lights Up’, will take place on Sunday 6 December. 

Grant funding - We are very pleased to announce that we have secured a grant from 
Bromsgrove District Council which will enable the Park group to replace the crumbling old 
footpath from the Village Hall to the Green Barn in the Park and to create disabled access 
to the tennis courts.  

A second grant is being sought to enhance the Green Barn. There will be a ‘drop in’ meeƟng 
at the Hall on 15 October from 7pm to give villagers a chance can learn more. 

New Hall booking system - Tony Cowles, Michael Corfield and team have worked hard to 
introduce a long overdue automated booking system for the Hall which will acknowledge, 
automate and streamline invoicing. The new system, which is now live alongside the old 
system, will also Ɵe in the bookings for the Park and the Green Barn. Huge thanks to the 
delivery team for their hard work on this. T 
 
The new system cannot however replace the human touch and we thank Annie Cowles for 
her excellent work in conƟnuing to introduce new and potenƟal users to the hall. 
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Community survey re Social room and outdoor space 
In the Spring, we invited views on your experiences using the Social room (used by the Goat 
& Trousers (G&T) and the Coffee Shop) and the outdoor space (area directly outside the  
Social Room door).   

72 respondents completed the survey, represenƟng around 20% of adults in the village. This 
is a brilliant response - thank you to everyone who took the Ɵme to complete it. 

We’ve taken Ɵme over the summer period to review all the data and comments. Main head-
lines are that combined usage was most popular with nearly half of respondents visiƟng G&T 
and Coffee Shop. 56% and 30% said their experience using the Social Room is ‘good/
excellent’ and ‘ok’ respecƟvely. 42% rated their experience using Coffee Shop as ‘good/
excellent’ and 32% as ‘ok’. 

There were also over 150 separate comments relaƟng to potenƟal areas for improvement in 
both spaces. Key themes related to improving the amount and comfort of seaƟng and tables, 
lighƟng and décor in both spaces. 

To take this insight forward, we’ll be seƫng up a working group to discuss improvement ide-
as, carefully considering that they are used by different groups at different Ɵmes. 

If you’re interested in geƫng involved in the conversaƟon, please message Gayle SƟlwell on 
07988 691939 by 17 October.  We’ll keep you posted on how this develops. 

ROWNEY GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY  
meets in the Village Hall on the second Thursday of each month at 7.15pm.  

On Thursday 8th October we welcome Pip Smith as our Speaker and his topic is 

 "Totally Tulips"  

an inspiring lecture on creating colourful spring displays in our very own gardens. 

Pip is a Landscape Designer with over 16 years experience working with the horticultural indus-
try and is s a member of the Chartered Institute of Horticulture.  He trained to degree level in 
horticulture at Pershore College and achieved an MA in Landscape Architecture with distinction 
from Birmingham City University.  

Guests are welcome £3.50 including coffee and biscuits. 

Should you require any further information please do not hesitate to contact Lindsay Smith on 

01527 8928784. 

For more information please do not hesitate to contact Lindsay Smith on 01527 592874, 
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All & Sundry  
Productions  

 
are almost ready to bring 
this funny yet poignant 
play to The Norbury       
Theatre!  
 
Performances from        
October the 6th - 10th inc. 
 
Tickets available through 
our website 
www.allandsundry.uk  

PAUL CHADDERTON ELECTRICAL 
 
* All electrical work undertaken 

* Additional lights/sockets through to full rewire 

* Inspection and testing 

* Electric Vehicle Charge Points installed 

* NICEIC registered Domestic Installer 
* Installation of CCTV systems 
 
Tel: 0121 445 2562  Mobile: 0797 1566843 
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A big welcome to new residents at Lychgate, Caroline and Mick SkerreƩ. Give 
them a wave if you see them around.  

We hope you will be very happy in your new home.  
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Introducing the new Superintendent …. Revd Rachel Borgars 

Rachel took up her appointment as Superintendent in the Circuit in September 2026, having previously 
served in the York & Hull, Bristol and Southampton Districts. She trained for the ministry at the South 
East InsƟtute for Theological EducaƟon on a part-Ɵme course and was ordained in 2000. 

A naƟve of Huddersfield and proud of her northern roots, Rachel studied Europe-
an Studies and French at the University of Kent at Canterbury and also met her 
husband, MarƟn, to whom she has been married for forty years. Prior to entering 
fullƟme ministry, Rachel worked for the Home Office in London in a variety of 
roles, which has provided some vital training in ‘people skills’ which she has made 
good use of as a presbyter. 

Away from work, Rachel enjoys music, family history and supporƟng Bath Rugby. 

She can be contacted on email rachel.borgars@methodist.org.uk  or office no 01527 
864383 
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Hi Everyone, 

I hope you have had a good summer and not suffered too much with the extreme condiƟons 
we have had.  

As I have been an APC Councillor for Rowney Green and Bordesley for a few months now, it 
seems a good Ɵme to give some updates on the issues that concern Rowney Green residents 
that I have been able to assist with. I do try to put out informaƟon on the Chat and the   
Village Facebook page but not everyone has access to those. 

Being a member of the RGA commiƩee as well as being a Councillor has proved invaluable 
for promoƟng the topics that concern us up here and feeding back what assistance we can 
have to address them. I am also very happy to say that I have an excellent relaƟonship with 
both Cllrs Alan and Rachel Bailes who as you probably know have a deep affecƟon for     
Rowney Green as well as Bordesley and have helped the village out in so many ways. I also 
sit on the APC Youth, Sports and RecreaƟon CommiƩee (YSR) which is responsible for the 
oversight and management of all the parks, children’s play equipment, community buildings, 
grit and dog bin services, allotments and other open spaces in Alvechurch Parish. 

Fly Tipping 

Fly Ɵpping in general but on Storrage Lane in parƟcular is a great concern to me. Talking to 
residents at the coffee morning proved it was obvious that it upsets preƩy much everyone. I 
raised this at Council and following some work and meeƟngs with the Worcestershire     
Regulatory Services, we were able to take steps (warning signs and cameras) to monitor the 
areas on Storrage Lane and since then, there has been no fly Ɵpping. 

Grit Bins 

There are two types of grit bin in the village; green ones that are owned and managed by the 
APC and yellow ones that WCC own and are responsible for. The yellow bins had not been 
serviced for some Ɵme and this was something that the RGA had been working on, including 
requesƟng the APC adopt the yellow bins. The APC were aware of the grit bins issue and my 
part in this is very small, but I managed to keep it on the YSR agenda and explain in person 
just how steep the road is and why the grit is vital to the residents. With the RGA persistence 
– namely Michael Corfield - the yellow grit bin on Chapel Lane has now been formally   
adopted by the APC.  

The Bridle Path 

Another example of the “two-pronged aƩack” is the repair of potholes in the bridle path into 
Alvechurch. Speaking with residents about the path, it was clear this is something many 
were keen to see repaired. AŌer doing some background work on the path, I raised the issue 
with the APC. Council support and involvement allowed me to formally approach Cllr Alan 
Bailes to invesƟgate further. To cut a very long story short, the joint approach from the APC, 
the RGA and Cllr Bailes has brought us very close to seeing this project started. Watch this 
space! 

Newbourne Wood 

Recently I was made aware that a Management Plan for Newbourne Wood had been      
prepared by the Forestry Commission and sent to the APC for consultaƟon. The plan covered  
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A number of Wildlife Trust sites and contained elements that were not appropriate for 
Newbourne Wood. I am happy to report that aŌer raising concerns with the YSR             
commiƩee, a meeƟng was arranged with the WWT Reserve Officer and we have been    
assured that these elements (such as deer culling) will not be adopted in Newbourne Wood 
but that ongoing, considered management of the trees will take place. 

Extreme Hot Weather Response 

Following the coverage of the terrifying and devastaƟng results from wildfires over the 
summer, I was approached to take the lead in formulaƟng a plan to address extreme hot 
weather condiƟons and wildfire risks on behalf of the APC. This is a work in progress at the 
moment but will cover all areas of the Parish with specific advice and suggesƟons for each 
individual area. 

Other points I have raised at Council on behalf of residents include, the parking problems in 
Alvechurch Village, reporƟng incidents of crime in Rowney Green, speeding and traffic  
concerns on the Holloway.  

I hope you have found this update helpful. I know with my chats with people at the G&T, 
the coffee morning or whilst out and that these are things that mean a lot to Rowney 
Greeners so it is good to keep up to date. If you want to discuss these projects or have oth-
er concerns, please come and chat! Have a good October!! 

 

Wendy Easter 
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Alvechurch Parish coun-
cil (RG Rep) 

Wendy Easter wendy.easter@alvechurch.gov.uk 

The Calling Oak Editor Louise Alcock editor@thecallingoak.co.uk 

Pilates Steff Affleck 07759 590 830 
www.steffafleck.co.uk 

Rowney Green Players Sue Walker 0121 445 1562 

HorƟcultural Society Lindsay Smith (Secretary) 
Pat Davies (chairperson) 

01527 592 874 
07970 188 227 

Sassy Lassies Debbie 
Sally 

07594 669166 
07767 255728 

Village Taxi Clive 07907 928 399 

Village hall chairperson Will Savage TBC 

Rowney Green  
AssociaƟon 

Chair — John Cypher 
 

rowneygreenassociaƟon@ 
gmail.com 

ACE Rowney Green Jude 
Louise 

07551 950 840 
07815 069703 

Worcestershire Wildlife  Tom Watkins 01905 754919 
enquiries@ 
worcestershirewildlifetrust.org 

Newspaper delivery Hillcrest stores  01564 823 866 

100 club Richard Woodward 07720 537269 

Rowney Green Park  Pete Jeffs 07583 846121 

Green Barn bookings Jill Wallis 07931 868744 

Village Hall Bookings Annie Cowles Admin@rowney 
greenvillagehall.org 

Rowney Green Useful Contacts 
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THE VILLAGE HALL -   

Bookings  Oct 2026 

Contact the Booking Team: admin@rowneygreenvillagehall.org All bookings can be seen in more detail by 
visiting  www.rowneygreen.org “Village Hall/Booking Availability” 

MH = Main Hall          MR = Meeting Room     SR = Social Room  


