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QUIZ 
(Teams of 6-8) 

 

Sat 28th March  
7-30pm 

(Bar opens 7pm) 
 

Tickets £10  
Including a Hot supper 

Let us know if you need a vegetarian option 
Names & money to bar or to  

Mark 07973 621770 mark@woollatt.net 
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Note from the Editor  
Hello again, 

I hope everyone is keeping well. It is so lovely to see the daffodils making 
an appearance around the village. They really do make you feel like spring 
is in the air.  

I hope those of you that went to the barn dance had a fun evening and 
that it was a great success. Ace team have another event lined up in April 
which will no doubt be popular so make sure you get your Ɵckets for that. 
Lots of info inside from our RGA and some asking for your input so please 
do take the opportunity to have your voice heard.  

A liƩle note to add here this month, I quite oŌen thanks all the volunteers 
around the village as we have so many people who give up their Ɵme for 
the community. Recently I heard of the sad loss of Sandy Jenkinson who 
many of you will know very well. She has been a trooper on behalf of the 
park and would be up helping on a Saturday morning come rain or shine. I 
want to take the Ɵme to say thank you to her for all she has done and she 
will be very much missed.  

Till next month.  

Louise 

  



 

 3 



 

 4 

Update from Rowney Green Park Group 
We are deeply saddened by the passing of, Sandy Jenkinson, a most valued and treasured 
park group volunteer. 

Rowney Green Park Group are incredibly sad to lose someone so special to us. 

We send our love and sympathy to Sandy’s family and friends and want them to know how 
grateful we our that Sandy chose to be part of the park group. 

Sandy was a dedicated volunteer and supporter of Rowney Green Park, she gave her Ɵme, 
energy and warmth so generously that it is difficult to imagine the park — or indeed the 
village — without her. 

Whether helping to organise community events, tending to projects that improved our 
shared spaces, or simply offering encouragement and a friendly smile, Sandy embodied the 
true spirit of community.  

She understood that a village is more than just a collecƟon of houses — it is people looking 
out for one another, working together, and taking pride in where they live.  

Sandy did all of that, and more. 
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Her commitment to Rowney Green Park in          
parƟcular leaves a lasƟng legacy. Thanks to her 
support and enthusiasm, the park has remained not 
just a green space, but a gathering place —      
somewhere children play, families meet, and    
friendships grow.  

Many of the improvements and iniƟaƟves she   
supported will conƟnue to benefit residents and 
visitors for years to come. 

Sandy will be greatly missed, fondly remembered, 
and deeply appreciated by all who had the privilege 
of knowing her. 



 

 6 

"Queenergy" 

 
We are excited to announce that we have a fantasƟc Queen tribute band booked 
to entertain you on Saturday, 18th April!   Please come and support this enjoyable 
event.  

While we haven't designated a charity for any proceeds this Ɵme, our main goal is 
to cover the event costs, the ACE Team is commiƩed to hosƟng events that bring 
enjoyable entertainment to our village community. 

 

Barn Dance Update. 

As of the Ɵme of submiƫng this arƟcle, our Barn Dance event has yet to take 
place! We're sure it will be an amazing night and enjoyed by all! Stay tuned for 
more informaƟon and an update in the next ediƟon of the Calling Oak. 

Thank you, as always, for your conƟnued support! 

Best wishes, 
The ACE Team.  

APPLE JUICE FOR SALE. 

Pasteurized apple juice (99%),AnƟoxidant (L-Ascorbic Acid) in 750mL boƩles. 
Made from a local orchard of mainly nine old varieƟes of apples. A sweet, 
smooth, morish taste. 

It keeps for two years unopened. Serve chilled, refrigerate aŌer opening and   
consume within 3 days. £2.75 per boƩle. 

Limited quanƟty of 75 boƩles only. 

Tel. Roger on mobile number 07968-048762. 
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Synopsis of the Minutes of the Rowney Green AssociaƟon meeƟng on 
Tuesday 20th January 2026 at 7:30pm 

 
 

The Rowney Green AssociaƟon (RGA) meets in the Village Hall every two months to discuss village issues 
and respond to problems affecƟng RG residents. Membership is open to all RG residents with an annual 
subscripƟon of £5 per residence. 

RGA CommiƩee: John Cypher (Chair), Andy Dunkers (Vice Chair), Michael Corfield (Treas), Wendy Easter, 
James McManus, Margaret Rollason, MarƟn Miller (Sec) 

Email: rowneygreenassociaƟon@gmail.com  Full minutes, aƩendees & informaƟon at 
www.rowneygreen.org/rga/ 

· An advert was placed in the Calling Oak for an RGA resident to apply for co-opƟon as a        
Councillor on Alvechurch Parish Council (APC). A few people had shown interest. A note had 
been placed in the Calling Oak encouraging residents to maintain the foliage that can impinge 
on the pavements and roadways. 

· John Cypher noted that the Remembrance Ceremony had been well aƩended and thanked the 
ladies from Lower RG who had decorated the memorial. Cllr Worrall had made a speech and 
recited a poem on behalf of APC. 

· The RGA had tried over the last few years to get a 20-mph limit on the village secƟon of RG lane 
but Worcestershire County Council (WCC) was firm in rejecƟng this. The new Reform led Council 
had also set up and then cancelled a County Highways review group to assess road safety. The 
best way forward for RG was to concentrate on improving the hazard warning signs on RG lane 
in relaƟon to pedestrians and horse riders. RG needs to increase the number of 20mph sƟckers 
on recently replaced bins and Cllr Bailes had secured funding to help with this. James McManus 
pointed out that the 30mph sign on the Holloway needs to be reposiƟoned as it is obscured. Cllr 
Bailes stated that WCC was very negaƟve about 20mph limits and will not endorse ‘signs only’ 
20mph limits. Cllr Bailes will enquire about the earlier WCC agreement through C/Cllr Luckman 
for dragon’s teeth road markings  on the Holloway and MarƟn Miller requested that a give way 
priority system needs to be implemented for the pinch point on the Holloway. 

· Cllr Bailes and Michael Corfield had explored griƫng routes and the filling of grit bins. Green bin 
filling had been agreed by Alvechurch PC. WCC’s responsibility for RG’s two yellow grit bins was 
close to being sorted. 

· On Jan 15th 2026 Bromsgrove District Council (BDC) approved the Wain Homes applicaƟon to 
modify Bordesley Hall to create 4 apartments and 3 houses. John Cypher will contact Wain 
Homes again about a special donaƟon to RG for improving local ameniƟes in lieu of SecƟon 106 
monies. 

· Concern conƟnues re contractors’ vehicles accessing Bordesley Hall through RG and along 
Storrage Lane. They are also ruining the side of the highway and the grass triangle at the     
juncƟon of RG Lane and the Holloway. The RGA will contact the site manager, JR Davis and BDC 
planners about this as per the approved construcƟon environment management plan. 
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· Helen Hawkeswood menƟoned that the heritage wall restoraƟon had not yet been addressed 
and there was concern that this might get forgoƩen allowing for further building to occur in its 
place. 

· The consultaƟon version of the NaƟonal Planning Priority Framework (NPPF) proposes       
relaxaƟon of green belt protecƟon boundaries to support more development around railway 
staƟons. In preparing local plans assessments must be done to idenƟfy grey belt land.      
Bromsgrove DC has not publicly idenƟfied its grey belt land assessments and developers are 
puƫng forward their own views about grey belt, e.g. the planning applicaƟon near the canal at 
Withybed.  The suggested changes to the NPPF look to bring forward the possible development 
of site ALV001 (opposite the Alvchurch football ground) as idenƟfied in the recent BDC draŌ 
development strategy consultaƟon. 

· There had been some recent electrical power outages but once contacted the NaƟonal Grid 
(NG) had aƩended within 30 minutes. NG conƟnue to arrange tree work to avoid further line 
damage. 

· The RGA had prepared a one-page ‘Adverse Event Advice Sheet’ for residents to use in types of 
emergency situaƟons.  This was approved for distribuƟon from the RGA website and as leaflets 
from the Village Hall. 

· John Cypher suggested interest in improvements to RG with benches, smoother paving, a bus 
shelter etc. could be explored by a survey of RG residents views using a list of possible choices 
and a box for free text suggesƟons. It was agreed to limit improvement suggesƟons  to RG only 
and not for further afield in the parish. An online version of the survey would be available for 
compleƟon and a box placed at the village hall to receive paper copies.  Cllr Bailes could pursue 
funding for a bus shelter, in the light of the increased number of bus services to RG together 
with the school bus service, if this proved to be popular. 

· APC Cllr  Ruth Clarke is a representaƟve for the Campaign for PreservaƟon of Rural England and 
Wendy Easter is exploring the possibility of being a representaƟve for RG. 

· The recent violent aƩack at Seecham’s Farm has triggered interest in how community camera 
surveillance might be of help in future. Rachel Nicholls (CCTV and Telecare Manager for BDC) had 
helpfully responded. They have 3 portable cameras available for temporary deployment, usually 
for <3 months, which can be permanent but at a cost. Camera placement has to be indicated by 
signage giving a deterrent effect. Cllr Bailes will liaise with Rachel Nicholls on this and RGA will 
consider making  a formal applicaƟon though the special form that envisages local police support. 

· Finances as of 31st Dec 2025 were: £2,294.77 in the bank, £189.51 as cash, making £2,484.28 in 
total. £250 set aside for Newbourne Wood and £200 for bin sƟckers. 130 out of 196 properƟes 
were members in 2025 (66%). The RGA would pay the annual £75 membership for CPRE.  

· A recent event requiring the RG village hall Defibrillator had difficulty in accessing the device. 
The Ambulance service says it is currently out of acƟon and is being addressed by them.  The 
unit case also  needs some refurbishment.  
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· The APC has a ‘Bleed Kits’ iniƟaƟve and a kit could be added to the defibrillator unit. Michael 
Corfield will pursue this and the defibrillator case issue with Sue Stevens at APC. 

Future meeƟngs: March 3rd, May 5th (with AGM), July 7th, Sept 1st and Nov 3rd. 

 

Post MeeƟng Addendum: Following the RGA January meeƟng it has not been possible to find a suitable 
mounƟng  point on RG Lane with a power supply to posiƟon a Bromsgrove Council CCTV unit            
approved  for crime monitoring purposes. The  RGA has suggested to BDC that given the number of rural 
areas in the District the provision of solar powered CCTV units should be considered. 

 

Sassy Lassies 

 
Our next meeting is on Thursday 5th March 
 in the Village Hall — and this one is a little different. The 
evening is open to all villagers, men and women, and we 
are extremely fortunate to welcome  
 
Professor Sir Keith Porter, who will be talking about his distinguished career. 
 
Keith will share memories and stories from his career as a Trauma Surgeon at the 
Birmingham Accident Hospital and the Queen Elizabeth Hospital and his role 
treating injured soldiers from the wars in both Iraq and Afghanistan - work for 
which he was knighted.  

The cost for non-members is £5, with all profits going to his charity citizenAid. 
 
📣 PLEASE NOTE: The March 5th meeting really is open to everyone — men and 
women alike — so spread the word! 
 

If you would like to know more you can speak to Debbie, Jude or myself or email  

SassylassiesRG@outlook.com 
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Rowney Green Community Assistance Network 

Adverse Event Advice Sheet 

 

For use in any major or prolonged adverse event such as pow-
er outage, flooding, storm damage, fire, mains water / sewerage issue or ma-
jor police incident that may affect all or part of Rowney Green. 

 

Useful items to keep at home: 

Bottled water 

Torch and batteries 

Some foodstuffs that do not require cooking 

Enough pet food for your pets 

First aid kit 

 

Communication: 

 

Consider joining the Rowney Green Chat +/- the Rowney Green Emergency 
WhatsApp groups. 

Ensure rechargeable items such as phones and computers are sufficiently charged 
wherever possible. 

Be aware of neighbours and other residents who may require additional support   
during an adverse event. 

 

Specific adverse event responses: 

Prolonged power outage (more than 4 hours) - the RGA will contact National Grid 
and post any updates on the WhatsApp groups.  

The Village Hall Trustees may be able to make the Hall available for assistance if it 
has not been affected by the power outage or other incident. 

If there is a major event affecting the village and further assistance is necessary, the           
Alvechurch Emergency Plan can be activated. This can provide personnel to help 
with getting medications/food/supplies to residents where needed, transportation to 
alternative places of refuge such as Alvechurch or Hopwood village halls and liaison 
with emergency services. 
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Useful information: 
 

For power cuts and power emergencies………0800 6783 105 or just 
105 

The National Grid Priority Services Network is a free service for 
those who need extra support, such as people who are elderly, very ill, 
disabled, or who rely on medical equipment.  

By joining the Priority Services Register, you can receive benefits like 
a direct      contact number during a power cut, a password to verify 
visitors, updates on planned interruptions, and special assistance 
through partners like the British Red Cross. 

The electricity network provides electricity to your home and offers 
this free service to those with particular needs. To register for this    
network: 

Priority Services Register… 

https://customer.nationalgrid.co.uk/advice-and-guidance/priority-
service 

Or telephone…………………………………………….0800 0328301 

 

Water issues, Severn Trent Water contact information 

Website……... https://www.stwater.co.uk/help-and-contact/contact-us/  

 

Telephone ……………………………        ……… ….0800 783 4444 

 
Alvechurch Emergency Plan…https://alvechurch.gov.uk/planning/
emergency-plan/  

 
 RGA Jan 2026 
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ROWNEY GREEN (RG) COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT 
PROJECT SURVEY.  

 

Dear Resident, from Ɵme-to-Ɵme funding from government, public bodies,   
housing developers or chariƟes becomes available for community improvements.  

The RGA would be more able to apply for funds directly, or through third parƟes 
like the Bromsgrove District or Alvechurch Parish Councils, if we had views from 
residents about the RG village improvements they would like to see.  

This survey is intended to gather such helpful informaƟon about our village.     
Projects for which grants are needed, and also relevant permissions to proceed, 
will be   considered at a meeƟng of the RGA. 

 Your house name ……………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Please Ɵck your TOP THREE items from the following suggesƟons: 

 
Please turn over 

1. SuggesƟon Tick 

Road safety: More appropriate road safety signage   
Resurfacing of exisƟng footpaths within the village   
AƩenƟon to local countryside paths, eg bridlepath by Alpine Farm 

towards Alvechurch 

  

Buses: InstallaƟon of a bus shelter outside the Village Hall   
AestheƟcs and environment: eg planters, shrubs, trees   
AestheƟcs and environment: Ornamental gateway markers at 

each entrance to the village 

  

InformaƟon and communicaƟon: more news and views on local 

maƩers 

  

Cut and com
plete "

 —
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

-—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
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 This quesƟonnaire is printed in the March ediƟon of the Calling Oak or can be 
downloaded from the RGA secƟon of the RG village website.  

Please return your completed quesƟonnaire by email to rowneygreenassocia-
Ɵon@gmail.com  or by posƟng in the post box in the village hall porch. Last return 
date is 20 March 2026. 

The RGA commiƩee thanks you for your comments. 

 Do you have any addiƟonal village improvement suggesƟons?  

(please describe) 
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 Need a helping hand? 

If you have any odd jobs around the house or garden or need a babysiƩer, 
my name is Lucy Porter, I am 16 years old and would love to help. I am free 
most weekends, Friday nights and someƟmes in the school holidays.  I live 
on Rowney Green Lane.  

Call or text me on 07494267570 
for more informaƟon.  

Message from Wendy Easter 

Hi, I would like to introduce myself as the new 
Alvechurch Parish Councillor for Rowney Green 
and Bordesley.  

 

I’ve lived in Rowney Green since 2013 and am 
passionate about this beautiful little village and the 
wonderful community we have here.  

As a Parish Councillor I feel I will be able to    
represent Rowney Green residents more fully, putting a face to the 
village and provide a valuable connection between the village and the 
Parish Council. This will lead to increased and effective two-way 
communication which can only benefit all concerned. 

 

I am often at the coffee mornings or the G&T on Fridays,  

alternatively, you can email me at wendy.easter@alvechurch.gov.uk  
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The 100 club Results for January 2026 

1st Prize £25 No 101  Margaret Rollason 
2nd Prize £15 No 188  Dee Dwyer 
3rd Prize £10 No 90  Dempsey 
4th Prize £5  No 16 Bob & Pat Taylor 
 
The 100 club Results for February 2026 

1st Prize £25 No 145  Rob Renshaw 
2nd Prize £15 No 191  Keeley Dwyer 
3rd Prize £10 No 14 Carol Woodward 
4th Prize £5  No 48 Chris Gollings 
 
Thank you for your continued support for the Rowney Green park 
 
Please contact Richard Woodward, Will Savage, Sue Dutton or Pete Jeffs. 
 
If you would like to purchase 100 club numbers are£10 each to cover 12 draws from 
September to August 2026. 
  

Special offer— £10 for 2 numbers to cover March 
to September 2026 

 

Happy Birthday  

Elliot Giƫns    14 
 

Wishing you all a great day 
To add your child's birthday to future ediƟons, please email 
the editor. 
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PAUL CHADDERTON ELECTRICAL 
 
* All electrical work undertaken 

* Additional lights/sockets through to full rewire 

* Inspection and testing 

* Electric Vehicle Charge Points installed 

* NICEIC registered Domestic Installer 
* Installation of CCTV systems 
 
Tel: 0121 445 2562  Mobile: 0797 1566843 

ROWNEY GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY  

ROWNEY GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY usually meet at The    
Village Hall on the second Thursday each month at 7.15pm.  

On Thursday 12th March 2026  the speaker will be Phil Smith and his 
topic is   

"There must be room for a Mercedes, pool and a pony!’   (Day in the Life of a 
Landscape Gardener).   

Pip Smith is a Landscape Designer and a member of the Chartered InsƟtute of 
HorƟculture, who has worked in the horƟcultural industry his enƟre career. He 
trained to degree level in horƟculture at Pershore College, and achieved an MA in 
Landscape Architecture with disƟncƟon, from Birmingham City University. Pip has 
been Head Gardener at several private and public gardens, most recently at the 
highly acclaimed Wollerton Old Hall in Shropshire. Now a Pre-Registered Member 
of the Society of Garden & Landscape Designers, Pip uses his previous knowledge 
and experience to create imaginaƟve, sympatheƟc and long lasƟng designs. 

Guests are welcome £3.50 including coffee and biscuits.  

For more informaƟon please telephone Lindsay Smith on 01527 592874. 
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Alvechurch Parish 
Council /Broms District 
Council 

Claire Mason 0121 447 8016 
01527 881 288 

The Calling Oak Editor Louise Alcock editor@thecallingoak.co.uk 

Pilates Steff Affleck 07759 590 830 
www.steffafleck.co.uk 

Rowney Green Players Sue Walker 0121 445 1562 

HorƟcultural Society Lindsay Smith (Secretary) 
Pat Davies (chairperson) 

01527 592 874 
07970 188 227 

Sassy Lassies Debbie 
Sally 

07594 669166 
07767 255728 

Village Taxi Clive 07907 928 399 

Village hall chairperson Mark Easter RGPMHTrustees@outlook.com  

Rowney Green  
AssociaƟon 

Chair — John Cypher 
 

rowneygreenassociaƟon@ 
gmail.com 

ACE Rowney Green Jude 
Louise 

07551 950 840 
07815 069703 

Worcestershire Wildlife  Tom Watkins 01905 754919 
enquiries@ 
worcestershirewildlifetrust.org 

Village Hall Bookings Sadie Dykes 
Annie Cowles 

Admin@rowney 
greenvillagehall.org 

100 club Richard Woodward 07720 537269 

Rowney Green Park  Pete Jeffs 07583 846121 

Green Barn bookings Jill Wallis 07931 868744 

Newspaper delivery Hillcrest stores  01564 823 866 

Rowney Green Useful Contacts 
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THE VILLAGE HALL -   

Bookings March 2026 

Contact the Booking Team: admin@rowneygreenvillagehall.orgAll bookings can be seen in more detail by 

MH = Main Hall          MR = Meeting Room     SR = Social Room  


